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Background and Objectives of 
the Core Investigative Standards Guide

• Developed from the SAKI Law Enforcement 
Working Group (LEWG)

• Purpose of this guide:
• Establish evidence-based standards for investigating 

sexual assault

• Provide guidance to law enforcement investigators 
and supervisors

• Identify and address common gaps

• Recommend adoption for training and 
standardization

• About the LEWG / meet the experts



Authors

Lieutenant Jordan Satinsky is currently the Deputy Commander 
of a district station in the Montgomery County (MD) Police 
Department. He has been a law enforcement officer since 1999. 
Lieutenant Satinsky has worked as a patrol officer, an 
investigator, a patrol supervisor, and an investigative supervisor. 
During his career, Lieutenant Satinsky has investigated property 
crimes, child sex/physical abuse, adult sex crimes, 
elder/vulnerable adult abuse, domestic violence, and homicide. 
Lieutenant Satinsky founded the Sex Assault Unit for the 
country police and was instrumental in integrating the police 
department in the local Family Justice Center. He is a police 
instructor for investigations and leadership; he travels across 
the country to teach members of police departments and allied 
agencies. Lieutenant Satinsky is also a member of the SAFER 
working group. 

Lieutenant Satinsky’s career allowed him to develop an adult 
sex crimes unit in a major county police agency. He not only 
created the unit, but he also trained the detectives assigned to 
the unit. Lieutenant Satinsky firmly believes in victims and that 
investigators need to be sensitive to victims’ needs. Jordan Satinsky
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Amy Durall is currently a Project Manager for the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
and her portfolio includes work on the Sexual 
Assault Kit Initiative, Enhancing Law Enforcement 
Response to Victims and Law Enforcement-Based 
Victim Services.

Prior to joining the IACP, Ms. Durall proudly served 
as the Victim Services Director for Travis County 
Sheriff’s Office for nearly 10 years.
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Jim Markey, a senior law enforcement specialist in 
the Investigative Science Program, provides direct 
consultation and training and technical assistance 
(TTA) for 64 Sexual Assault Kit Initiative (SAKI) 
grantees nationwide. Mr. Markey served 30 years 
with the Phoenix (AZ) Police Department, rising 
from patrolman to supervisor. For 14 years he led 
the adult sex crimes unit, the first detective unit to 
work in a multidisciplinary team. The team 
comprised at least 10 investigators and 
investigated more than 7,000 sexual assaults, 
including over 100 serial rape cases. Mr. Markey’s 
work included regular meetings with internal and 
external partners to develop policy, conduct 
regular meetings, and openly communicate on a 
variety of issues involving violence against women. 
He received more than 30 commendations, 
including the Police Chief’s Unit Award and the 
Distinguished Service Award.
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Andre Richards, a Research Analyst in the 
Policing Research Program at RTI, provides 
input on tools to assist law enforcement 
operations. He served for over a decade as 
a law enforcement officer for Durham NC. 
He served in various investigative and 
patrol functions, culminating as a 
supervisor for the SVU unit for his last 
three years. 

Andre Richards



Background and Research on the 
Investigative Process

• 2016 Houston Action Research Project

• Commonalities with Sexual Assault Unit Assessments

• Highlighting the need for an overall training guide 



What this Guide Is and Isn’t

• Is for agencies looking to improve their sexual assault response

• Is for investigators and supervisors to ensure proper and robust 
investigations

• Is a living document designed for agencies to assess and improve 
policy and practice

• Is a support document for unit supervisors to conduct clear 
investigative goals and oversight

• Isn’t the “end all” of “how to” investigate sexual assault



What is in the Guide?

• Key areas for new and seasoned investigators to follow

• Fundamental investigative tasks designed to standardize response

• Essential “guide driven” checklist for investigators and supervisors 



Guide Section Example



Guide Section Example



Investigative Checklist



Comprehensive Checklist

• For Supervisors to ensure case 
completion

• For Investigators to follow along with 
and compare during different stages 
of the investigation



Frequent Questions

• Where can I access this guide?

• When will the new checklist be available?

• Where can I find assistance in implementing areas of the guide?

Additional questions from the attendees?



Further Contact Information

SAK TTA Help Desk 

(800) 957-6436

sakitta@rti.org

SAKI TTA Website

http://sakitta.org

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/sakiniatiative

Twitter: @SAKInitiative

Det. Sgt. Jim Markey (Retired)
Senior Law Enforcement Specialist
RTI International
(919) 541-8878
jmarkey@rti.org

Amy Durall
Project Manager
IACP
durall@theiacp.org

Andre Richards
Policing Research Analyst
RTI International
akrichards@rti.org

Jordan Satinsky
Deputy Commander
Montgomery County 
(MD) Police Department
Jordan@TDCG-ria.com
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